




























sistent with the standards of this section. The director may prescribe a 
procedure for the removal of that vegetation and make the expense a lien 
upon the building, structure, or grounds, in the same manner that is appli
cable to a legislative body under Section 51186 of the Government Code. 
(e) The Department of Forestry and Fire Protection shall develop, periodi
cally update, and post on its Internet Web site a guidance document on fuels 
management pursuant to trus chapter. Guidance shall include, but not be 
limited to, regionally appropriate vegetation management suggestions that 
preserve and restore native species, minimize erosion, minimize water con
sumption, and permit trees near homes for shade, aesthetics, and habitat; 
and suggestions to minimize or eliminate the risk of flammability of nonveg
et ative sources of combustion such as woodpiles, propane tanks, decks, and 
outdoor lawn furniture. 
(f) As used in this section, "person" means a private individual, organiza
tion, partnership, ]jmited liability company, or corporation. 

4291.1. (a) Notwithstanding Section 4021 , a violation of Section 4291 
is an infraction punishable by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars 
($100), nor more than five hundred dollars ($500). If a person is convicted 
of a second violation of Section 4291 within five years, that person shall be 
punished by a fine ofnot less than two hundred fifty dollars ($250), nor more 
than five hundred dollars ($500) . If a p erson is convicted of a t hird violation 
of Section 4291 within five years, that person is guilty of a misdemeanor and 
shall be punished by a fine of not less than five hundred dollars ($500) . U a 
person is convicted of a trurd violation of Section 4291 within five years, the 
department may perform or contract for the p erformance of work necessary 
to comply with Section 4291 and may bill the person convicted for the 
costs incurred, in which case the person convicted, upon paymeut of those 
costs, shall not be required to pay the fine. If a person convicted of a 
violation of Section 4291 is granted probation, the court shall impose as a 
term or condition of probation, in addition to any other term or condit ion 
of probation, that the person pay at least the minimum fine prescribed in 
this section. 
(b) If a person convicted of a violation of Section 4291 produces in court 
verification prior to imposition of a fine by the court, that the condition 
resulting in the cit ation no longer exists, the court may reduce the fine 
imposed for the violation of Section 4291 to fifty dollars ($50). 

4291.3. Subject to any other applicable provision of law, a state or JocaJ 
fire official, at bis or her discretion, may authorize an owner of property, or 
his or her agent, to construct a firebreak, or implement appropriate vege-
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tation management techniques, lo ensure that defensible space is adequate 
for the protection of a hospital, adult residential care facility, school, above
ground storage tank, hazardous materials facility, or similar facility on the 
property. The firebreak may be for a radius of up to 300 feet .from the fa
cility, or to the property line, whichever distance is shorter. 

4292. Except as otherwise provided in Section 4296, any person that 
owns, controls, operates, or maintains any electrical transmission or distribu
tion line upon any mountainous land, or forest-covered land, brush-covered 
land, or grass-covered land shall, during such times and in such areas as are 
determined to be necessary by the director or the agency which has primary 
responsibility for fire protection of such areas, maintain around and adjacent 
to any pole or tower which supports a switch, fuse, transformer, lightning 
arrester, line junction, or dead end or corner pole, a firebreak which con
sists of a clearing of not less than 10 feet in each direction from the outer 
circumference of such pole or tower. This section does not, however, apply 
to any line which is used exclusively as telephone, telegraph, telephone or 
telegraph messenger call, fire or alarm line, or other line which is classed as 
a communication circuit by the Public Utilities Commission. The director 
or the agency which has primary fire protection responsibility for the pro
tection of such areas may p ermit exceptions from the requirements of this 
section which are based upon the specific circumstances involved. 

4293. Except as otherwise provided in Sections 4294 to 4296, inclusive, 
any person that owns, controls, operates, or maintains any electrical trans
mission or distribution line upon any mountainous land, or in forest-covered 
land, brush-covered land, or grass-covered land shall, during such times and 
in such areas as are determined to be necessary by the director or the agency 
which has primary responsibility for the fire protection of such areas, main
tain a clearance of the respective distances which arc sp ecified in this section 
in all directions between all vegetation and all conductors which are carrying 
electric current: 
(a) For any line which is operating at 2,400 or more volts, but less than 
72,000 volts, four feet. 
(b) For any line which ii; operating at 72,000 or more volts, but less than 
110,000 volts, six feet. 
(c) For any line which is operating at 110,000 or more volts, 10 feet. 
In every ca.se, such distance shall be sufficiently great to furnish the required 
clearance at any position of the wire, or conductor when the adjacent air 
temperature is 120 degrees Fahrenheit, or less. Dead trees, old decadent or 
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rotten trees, trees weakened by decay or disease and trees or portions thereof 
t hat are leaning toward the line which may contact the line from the side 
or may fall on the line shall be felled, cut, or trimmed so as to remove such 
hazard. The director or the agency which has primary responsibility for the 
fire protection of such areas may permit exceptions from the requirements 
of Lhis section which are based upon the specific circumstances involved. 

4294. A clearing to obtain line clearance is not required if self-supporting 
aerial cable is used. Forked trees, leaning trees, and any other growth which 
may fall across the line and break it shall , however, be removed. 

4295. A person is not required by Section 4292 or 4293 to maintain any 
clearing on any land if such person does not have the legal right to maintain 
such clearing, nor do such sections require any person to enter upon or to 
damage property which is owned by any other person without the consent 
of the owner of the property. 

4296. Sections 4292 and 4293 do not apply if the transmission or distri
bution line voltage is 750 volts or less. 

4296.5. (a) Any p~rson or corporation operating a railroad on forest , 
brush, or grass-covered land shall , if ordered by the director or the agency 
having primary responsibility for fire protection of the area, destroy, remove, 
or modify so as not to be flammable any vegetation or other flammable ma
Lerial defined by regulation of the director to be a fire hazard on the railroad 
right-of-way. The director shall adopt regulations establishing fire preven
Liou hazard reduction standards for broad geographic areas by fuel type, 
slope, and potential for ignition from hot or flaming exhaust, carbon parti
cles, hot metal, burning signal <levices, burning tobacco, and oLher similar 
potential sources of ignition. 
(b) The order to destroy, remove, or modify vegetation or other flammable 
material shall specify the location of the hazard to be destroyed, removed, 
or modified within the r ight-of-way, the width of the hazard which shall not 
exceed the width of the right-of-way, and the time within which compliance 
with the order is required . 
( c) The director or the agency having primary responsibility for fire pro
tection of the area shall allow a reasonable period of t ime for compliance 
with an order to destroy, remove, or modify vegetation or other flammable 
material. 
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4297. Upon the showing of the director that the unrestricted use of any 
grass-covered land, grain-covered land, brnsh-covered land, or forest-covered 
land is, in the judgment of the director, a menace to life or property due to 
conditions tending to cause or allow the rapid spread of fires which may oc
cur on such lands or because of the inaccessible character of such lands, the 
Governor through tbe director, may, by a proclamation, which declares such 
condition and designates the area to which, and the period during which the 
proclamation shall apply, require that such area be closed to hunting and 
fishing and to entry by any person except a person that is within one of the 
following claBSes: 
(a) Owners and lessees of land in the area. 
(b) Bona fide residents in the area. 
(c) Persons engaged in some bona fide business, trade, occupation, or calling 
in the area and persons employed by them in connection with such business, 
trade, occupation, or calling. 
(d) Authorized agents or employees of a public utility entering such area for 
the purpose of operating or maintaining public utility works or equipment 

• within the area. 
(e) Members of any organized firefighting force. 
(f) Any federal, state or local officer in the performance of his duties. 
(g) Persons traveling on public roads or highways through the area. 

4298. The proclamation by the Governor shall be released to the wire 
news services in the state, and shall be published at least once in a newspaper 
of general circulation in each county which contains any lands covered by 
the proclamation. Notice of closure shall also be posted on trails or roads 
entering the area covered by the proclamation. The closure shall be effective 
upon issuance of the proclamation by the Governor. Each notice shall clearly 
set forth the area to be subject to closure and the effective date of such 
closure. The closure shall remain in full force and effect until t he Governor 
shall by order terminate it. The notice of such termination shall follow the 
same procedure by which such closure was effected. The order of termination 
shall be effected upon issuance. 

4299. A person who violates Section 4297 or 4298 is guilty of a misde
meanor and shall be punished by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars 
($100) nor more than two thousand dollars ($2,000) or by imprisonment in 
the county jail for not less than 10 days nor more than 90 days or both the 
fine and imprisonment. All state and county law enforcement officers shall 
enforce orders of closure. 
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TAKE STEPS TO PROTECT YOUR HOME FROM FIRE 

Meinbin II screen consl:ructed of nonflammable mal:erial 
over the Hue opening of every chimney or stovepipe; 
officials recommend a screen mesh opening of I /2" 

Remove portions of any tree 
extending wil:hin 10 feel: of the flue 
opening of any stove or chimney 

Replece window glass 
with dual-pane windows 

Pein!: home exteriors 
with fire-reuirdanl: peints 

lnsteed of repainting, install 
non-combustible home siding 
and non-combustible wainscoting 

Replace I/ 4" vent screens with I /8" metal 
screens in roof, gable and subf loor vents to prevent 
embers from going inl:o or under your house 

Make your address visible from 
the road so firefighters can easily 
find it: in an emergency 

Annuals and seasonal perennials are better 
choices for landscaping near your home than 
flammable plants such as junipers 

Replace wood shakes/ shingles 
with esphalt composition shingles 
(Class A) or metal roofing 

Clear rain guUers and roof 
of leaves and pine needles 

Build fences with nonflammable 
_ materials; and cover open ground 

---- with gravel, rock, brick, paving or 
other nonflammable substances 

Move woodpiles away 
from your home 

lnsbll nonflammable or 
fire-resistant window 
coverings inside the house 




